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“Saving lives
before the fire!”
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Dear Parent,

 Each year thousands of people die in home fi res in North America and tens of thousands 
are injured, some so badly they are disfi gured for life.  There are many ways we can act to 
reduce the awful toll of home fi res, but every one of those ways start with an understand-
ing of the hazards that create fi res and the safe behaviors that can prevent fi re or protect 
us if a fi re does occur in our home.

 We want your family to understand how to be fi re safe, so we are committed to teaching 
fi re safety.  One of the most effective teaching methods is hands on learning and that is 
what your child has experienced at the Fort Wayne Fire Department’s Survive Alive House, 
which is located in the Safety Village. The Survive Alive House, an extension of our 
in-school fi re safety program, is a full size two story house equipped with numerous 
special effects that help us teach people the appropriate responses to an actual house fi re 
in a totally safe but very realistic environment.

 This activity book contains many fi re safety activities for your family to do together.  The 
safety booklet covers not only activities your child took part in at the Survive Alive House 
but also fi re safety concepts we teach at your child’s school.  The center pages of this 
booklet contain a Home Fire Escape Plan and a Home Fire Safety Checklist that we have 
assigned to your child as a family homework project.  

The home escape plan, along with practice fi re drills twice a year, will help all members 
of your family learn the proper procedures in case of a real house fi re.  The home safety 
checklist will alert the family to any possible fi re or burn hazards, and the correction of 
these hazards will do much to eliminate most accidental fi res and burn injuries in your 
home.  Please take the completion of these two activities seriously since you as a parent 
have a very positive impact on your child’s behavior.

 Fire safety education is the key to saving life and property from fi re. Our goal is “Saving 
Lives Before The Fire” and working together as a team we can help accomplish this goal 
in our community!  If you have any fi re safety questions or would like to visit the Survive 
Alive House please call any of the Fort Wayne Fire Department Safety Education Division 
personnel at  427-1483, 427-1368, or 427-5179.   

Fort Wayne Fire Department Survive Alive House
1270 South Phoenix Parkway
Fort Wayne, IN 46816
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A Message from Indiana Michigan Power

Indiana Michigan Power is proud to be a partner in education and is proud to partner with 

the Fort Wayne Fire Department to provide your child with this Fire Safety Education 

Booklet.

This booklet will help your child learn how to practice fi re safety techniques, and we en-

courage you to read it carefully with your child. We hope you will enjoy the fun activities 

in the booklet and, at the same time, fi nd good information on fi re safety for your whole 

family.

Indiana Michigan Power believes safety education is important to the young people in our 

communities, and we applaud the Fort Wayne Fire Department’s effort in providing them 

this fi re-safety program.

Indiana Michigan Power
P O Box 60
Fort Wayne, IN  46801
IndianaMichiganPower.com
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Our Personal Home Fire Safety Checklist  
Smoke Detectors 

 As required by Indiana State law, a working smoke detector is placed outside each 
bedroom area and on every level of our home. 

 For best protection, we have installed a smoke detector in every room of our house.  
 We test all our smoke detectors at least once each month & replace batteries yearly. 
 We never remove the battery from a smoke detector unless we are replacing it. 
 All our smoke detectors are 4-6 inches from where the walls and ceilings meet. 
 All our smoke detectors are cleaned regularly and we have never painted over them. 
 We understand that hard-wired, interconnected smoke alarms are the best defense. 
 We know that wireless smoke alarms are another option for good protection. 
 If necessary for our family, we have installed hearing impaired smoke detectors. 
 We have installed at least one of each type of detector, photoelectric and ionization, 

on every level of our house. 
 

Fire Escape 
 Our whole family has talked about and helped to draw a home fire escape plan. 
 We all know two ways out of every room of our house, especially the bedrooms. 
 If our smoke detector sounds, we know to "crawl low and go" because smoke and 

heat rise to the ceiling first and will spread rapidly throughout the house. 
 We know to yell “fire” or use a whistle to awaken other family members. 
 We know to feel interior doors before opening them, if warm we go to our second 

way out; if cool we open the door slowly. 
 After opening a cool door, but before proceeding out the door, we know to look for 

smoke and fire and to feel for heat. 
 We know to shut doors behind us as we escape from a fire. 
 If our first way out is not safe we know to move quickly to our second way out. 
 Our bedroom windows can be opened easily by all family members. 
 We have easily accessible fire escape ladders in all upper story bedrooms. 
 Everyone knows our special family meeting place where we will go immediately after 

escaping from a fire. 
 We know to call 911 only after we escape from the house. 
 We know not to take the time to try to get pets or valuables if a fire strikes our house.  

“Get out and stay out!  Never go back in for anything!” 
 All of our doors, hallways, stairs, and bedroom windows are clear of obstructions. 
 We have flashlights by our beds for emergencies. 
 We have frequent family fire drills, even when some family members are sleeping. 

 

Smoking/Matches/Lighters 
 All matches and lighters in our house are kept in a securely locked drawer or cabinet. 
 No smoking in bed or when sleepy is the rule for any smokers in our house. 
 We have several large ashtrays around the house for smokers. 
 Before emptying ashtrays we make sure the ashes are cold or pour water on them. 
 When adults in our house use matches, lighters, candles, cigarettes, etc. they do so 

in a safe and appropriate manner. 
 Everyone understands that matches and lighters are adult tools, not toys and just as 

power tools (and guns) are not to be left where children can have access to them. 
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KITCHEN SAFETY

Everyone understands that the kitchen is not a child’s play area.
No one ever leaves the kitchen when cooking on the stove or in the broiler.
We never wear loose fitting clothing while cooking.
When cooking, pan handles are turned to the back of the stove and we prevent utensil chords from dangling over
counter edges.
When cooking we always keep a pan lid nearby to cover the pan in case of fire.
We keep oven mitts, dish and paper towels, and other flammable items away from the stove burners.
We keep our kitchen cooking area clean and uncluttered.
We understand that we never use water to try to extinguish a grease fire.  (Only an ABC fire extinguisher, baking
soda or a pan lid should be used.)

ELECTRICALAND HEATING FIRE SAFETY

We have our furnace cleaned and maintained regularly.
Our furnace area is free of trash, papers, flammable products, etc.
All space heaters (and grills) need space and are kept a minimum of three feet from items that could ignite or melt.
We know never to refuel a kerosene heater inside the house.
We never leave space heaters unattended or sleep while they are being used.
Our chimney is cleaned and checked each year.
Our fireplace has a metal screen or glass doors and they are kept closed whenever a fire is burning.
If our house has gas appliances or a fireplace, we have installed a carbon monoxide detector near the bedrooms.
None of our electrical chords are frayed, cracked or placed under rugs.
None of our electrical outlets are overloaded.
We use power strips with circuit breakers instead of extension chords.

GENERAL FIRE SAFETY

We know to stop, drop and roll if our clothing catches on fire.
We know our clothes will never catch on fire if we are careful when using fire.
We never leave burning candles unattended and always keep them out of reach of children and pets.
Our water heater thermostat is set between 120-130 F.
We only keep gasoline and other flammable liquids in approved containers, which are stored outside the house.
We never use a flammable liquid as a cleaning fluid or to start a fire in the fireplace.
ABC fire extinguishers are kept on each floor and near exit doors.
We know to cool burns with cold water, never use ice, lotions, creams or butter.
We routinely check our clothes dryer and dryer hose for lint build-up.
Our family understands that although children’s curiosity about fire is normal, play and experimentation with fire is
dangerous behavior that will be stopped immediately.
Our family understands that most fires are caused by simple carelessness and it is every family member’s personal
responsibility to practice fire safety at all times.

For additional fire and life safety information, materials, or programs please contact the Fort Wayne Fire Dept. Safety
Education Division at 427-1483, 427-5179, or 427-1368.
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Safety Village

Fort Wayne Fire Department
Survive Alive House

1270 South Phoenix Parkway
Fort Wayne, IN 46816


